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Greener Houses Growing Greener Neighbourhoods


Draft templates for volunteers

Gather Information

3.  Documenting the House’s Passive Design Features
Passive design is an approach to designing a building that aims to:

· Take advantage of natural climate conditions to heat and cool the building and generally maintain occupant thermal comfort.

· Avoid the use of mechanically assisted heating /cooling

· Reduce greenhouse gas emissions
Assessing the strengths and weaknesses of your Neighbourhood House 

The next step is to assess the strengths and weaknesses of your Neighbourhood House building from the point of view of passive design.  Start by making the following observations about your Neighbourhood House:
	Orientation

	Describe the orientation of your Neighbourhood House on the site and in relation to the street.



	Include a small ‘thumbnail’ site plan of the Neighbourhood House showing where North is.



	Describe the orientation of the rooms inside the Neighbourhood House.




	Insulation

	Is the ceiling insulated?

If so, describe the type and the thickness of any bulk insulation



	Are the walls insulated?

If so, describe the type and the thickness of any bulk insulation



	Is there under-floor insulation?

If so, describe the type and the thickness of any bulk insulation



	 Windows 

	Describe the type, location and size of existing windows, noting any advanced glazing (eg double glazing, low-e glass etc)



	Do any of the windows have curtains or pelmets?



	Shading

	Do any of the north, east and west facing windows have shading (for Summer)?



	Are any of these windows shaded or partially shaded in winter?



	Describe the eaves/shading that the windows have



	Thermal Mass

	What are the floors constructed of?



	What are the floor coverings?



	What are the walls constructed of?




	Ventilation

	What are the current means of ventilating the house?



	Are there any ceiling fans? Where? Are they adjustable winter/summer and for speed?



	Does the House layout currently allow paths for breezes for cross ventilation?



	Are there opportunities for night purging in summer?



	Skylights

	Are there any skylights presently?  Size? Type? Where?
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